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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

2016 marks Life House’s 25th Anniversary, and what an incredible year it was! Just a few highlights include opening a new
housing program, the West End Apartments, for young adults fleeing domestic violence; renovating our Basic Needs Sup-
ply room so more youth are able to access necessities like food, clothing, and toiletries; and launching a new on-site paid
job training program, which the youth employees named the Legitimate Hustle Program.

| e — JES vt the absolute highlight of the year for me was Life House’s Neon Lights Prom.

Here is the breakdown of the numbers:
« 63 youth

» 75 balloons

* 1000+ glow sticks

» 2400 feet of tulle

Looking out over the dance floor at this group of kids who are struggling with some major challenges — homelessness,
abuse, mental illness, poverty — having a blast just being kids, I was overcome with emotion. So proud of the Life House
staff team and their tireless devotion to our youth. So impressed with these young people who defy the odds every day.

And just when I thought “It doesn’t get any better than this,” a note arrived, written by one attendee as she waited for a
ride home. “Life House: Thanks for Prom, dealing with the youth attitudes, making sure each individual is okay. Giving
us your time, being there for our rough times, but mostly believing in us. In some cases, Life House staff becomes our
mentors, family, and best friends — even being the only people some youth trust. If we didn’t have Life House, the youth
would keep going downhill in Duluth. Keep being awesome!”

And that’s what keeps each one of us coming to work each day.

Life House has been here for 25 years, and we’ll be here for as long as it takes to reconnect every homeless and street youth
in Duluth to their dreams.

In Duluth, we are making great progress. But we have to get more kids off the streets, more quickly. With your support,
Life House has been here for 25 years, and will be here as long as it takes, until no youth is left homeless, alone, uncared
for, or fending for themselves on the streets.

Thank you,

Executive Director

SHANE JOPHE, CO-CHAIR
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RECONNECTING YOUTH TO DREAMS

Dear Life House Youth,

Some of you may not know me, but I’'m sure most of you do. I’ve gotten the chance
to get to know many of you, and it’s been an amazing privilege. For those of you
who don’t know me, my name is B*. I'm 19 almost 20 years old. | was and always will
be a Life House youth. | was a part of the Life House program for a year and a half.
And when | first began to attend groups and meetings my mind set was all messed
up. | was a major drug addict and blamed everyone around me for my addiction
problems.

Life House is the main reason I’m still alive today. | know sometimes it may seem
like they have no idea what they’re talking about. But | can promise you if you listen
to their advice you will find out that their not giving you advice so you will fail. Their
giving you the advice you need in order to succeed.

One lesson they’ve taught me is that with every obstacle you overcome, there’s
always another eight behind that one; don’t let that scare you because the one you
just overcame, prepares you for the next.

| met many people at Life House that I've come to know, love, and support. And it
seems | keep meeting more youth and adults who ultimately have stolen my heart.
For those of you who are going through some tough stuff, just know you are never
alone. Life House will always have your back. There’s always someone out there
who knows exactly what you’re going through. Because they’ve been through it
too. If you ever feel down and need some cheering up, write me. I'll do my best to
make you smile.

Well, until next time. I’'m proud of all of you.

Truly your friend,
B*

Transcript of a letter from one Life House youth to others in March 2016



2016 FINRNCIAL REPORT

Total
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& EXPENSE
Futures $149,905 9%
Housing $775,419  49%
Youth Center $230,346 14%
Wellness $203,486 13%
Management/General $225,269 14%
Fundraising $12,506 1%
$1,597,021

~

REVENUE R
Contributions $235,269 14%
Foundation Grants $480,260 28%
Government Grants $813,582 48%

Fundraising Events

Program Fees

J

¢ Anonymous

Rental Income $26,100 0.2%
Qotal $1,704,343 J

$47,059 3%

$102,073 6%

FUNDING PARTNERS

» Bernick Family Foundation

e Blue Plus Fund

» Cathedral Community Cares

« City of Duluth

« Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation
« Essentia Health Foundation
« Head of the Lakes United Way

e Hearth Connection

« Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
« Lahti Family Charitable Trust
» Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation

« Mardag Foundation
« Medica Foundation

« Miller Dwan Foundation

Minnesota Power Foundation

North Star Foundation

Northland Foundation

Open Your Heart to The Hungry And Homeless
Ordean Foundation

St. Louis County

State of Minnesota

The Victory Fund

US Bank Foundation

US Department of Housing and Urban
Development

US Department of Justice: Office on Violence
Against Women

YouthPrise



2016 DONORS

GIFTS OF $2500+
Anonymous (2)

David & Lisa Goldberg
Debbie Cervenka

Dore Stubenvoll

Fawn Lowney

James and Diane Miner
James and Kathy Vizanko
James and Nancy Holmgren
Jinell Abernethy

Randy & Cynthia Correll
William and Pat Burns

GIFTS OF $1508-$2493

Anonymous (2)

Joel and Marilyn Bamford

John & LoraLee Prouty

Leanne Ventrella and John Hoivik
Maude Dornfeld

GIFTS OF $1008-$1499

Gary Brisky

James Mohn & Heather Muster
Kristin Griffin

Maggie Thickens

Nathan & Michelle Hoffmann
Per and Elaine Wickstrom
Richard and Liz Burns

Wade Smith & Kathleen Braddy-Smith

GIFTS OF $568-$999

Audrey Park-Skinner

Darrel & Pam Zimmer
David and Judith Arvold
Dennis and Denise Hamsher
Elise Lindaman

George and Elizabeth Goldfarb
Gilbert & Jean Harries

Greg and Rebecca Hansen
John & Judy Miner

Laurie Hull

Melvin & Marian Maki

Mia Thibodeau

Mitchell & Darlene Wolfe
Patrice Bradley

Patrick & Jennifer Boyle

Patrick and Carrie Heffernan
Peter & Sarah Sneve

Robert and Candace Madich
Robert Spehar

Sheila Leppala

Steve Grindy

Susan E. Schmidt

Susan Vandersteen

Theresa Grosser

Thomas & Jill Kaiser

Tina Welsh and Kathy Heltzer
Todd Mayclin

GIFTS OF $258-$4939

Anonymous

Anne and Malcolm Macaulay
Bill and Jan Hanson

Bruce & Kathleen Mars
Bruce and Joanne Mork
Bruce and Kaye Stender
Carol Bearheart

Carolyn Sundquist

Christine & Edward Barta
Clinton Moen

Dan and Rosey Skorich
David Vosen & Elyse Carter Vosen
Diane Kauppi

Elisabeth Mason

Eric T. Degonia & Sheila Hawk
Erich Lutz

Gerald and Beverly Martin
Greg and Juliana Grell
Harvey Plasch and Eric Huie
Heather Lynn Rappana
Hilary L. Huntley

James and Linda Paulson
Jean Beauduy

Jill Christie

John and Susan Streitz

John Judd and Karen Olesen
Kenneth and Elaine Hansen
Mary Robillard

Nancy Samuelson

Patrick and Lynn Devlin
Paul and Carol Anderson
Richard and Linda Goese
Robert & Barbara Wieman
Scott and Amber Johnson
Shane & Nichole Jopke

Stan & Susan Goltz

Steve & Jess Kramer

Steve and Annette Everhart
Steve and Kim Squillace
Thomas and Barbara Elliott

Thomas and Judith Ling
Timothy Andrew

Timothy Earl & Karyn Jean Lutz
William and Colleen Erickson
William Gronseth

GIFTS UNDER $258

Al and Nina Holappa

Al and Yvonne Carl

Allyz Kramer Polacsek

Amelia Kregness

Amy Fink

Amy Fink

Andrew & Jennifer Reierson
Anita Norine Gille

Ann C. Sudoh

Anne Sitek

Anonymous (2)

Anthony and Mary Louise Tarvers
Arthur and Debra May

Barbara Juntune

Barbara Kelly

Ben Blais

Beth & Scott Berg

Bethany Olmstead

Betsy & John Holcomb

Bill & Mary Stroozas

Bob & Mary Ellen Owens

Boyle, Melissa & Jennifer Stenersen
Brad and Lezlie Oachs

Brad Thompson and Kathryn Hoffman
Bradley & Lori Bunge

Brent and Leslie Johnson

Brent Everson

Brian & Jennifer Hren

Brian and Monique Forcier
Brian Hill and Susan Darley-Hill
Bruce & Kathryn Peckham
Bruce and Leane Rutherford
Bryan Thoreson

Byron and Rebecca Kuster
Cameron & Nicole Bloom Kruger
Candice Harshner

Carol Botten

Carol Daoust

Carol Gieseke

Casey Ladd

Catherine Anderson

Catherine Bianchet

Cathy Bergh

Cathy Derosier

Charles & Tracy Goman

Charles and Karen Andresen
Charles and Peggy Bertel
Charles Fai and Shannon May
Chelsea Bassett

*Don’t see your name listed? We apologize. Please let us know.



2016 DONORS

Cheryl Prince

Chris and Jeanne Carroll
Christine Dearing

Christine King

Christine Thomas
Christopher and Carmel Demaioribus
Constance Murphy

Corey Daniel

Craig and Jeannie Peterson
Craig and Kerri Chilcote
Craig Peterson

Dale and Ruth Thorpe

Dan and Sarah Maddy

Dan Rowell

Daniel & Lori Johnson
Daniel and Angie Frank
Daniel and Elizabeth O’Brien
Daniel and Karen Morgan
Dannette Watkins

Darryl E. Coons

David & Amber Sadowski
David & Cassie Chura

David & Susana Pelayo Woodward
David and Anne Miller
David and Barbara Gaddie
David and Debora Carroll
David and Julie Bard

David and Sharon Kantola

David Barnes & Jenifer Warner-Barnes

David S. Bouschor

David Sarvela

David Steinberg

Dawn & Adam Stevenson
Dawn Peterson

Dean and Joan Linnell

Dean and Tammy Fox

Deb Freedman

Deborah A. King

Debra Lafave

Dennis & Sue Isernhagen
Dennis and Vicky Zimmerman
Dennis Lamkin and Jon Niemi
Diane Walker

Donald & Claudia O’Connor
Donetta Wickstrom

Doris M. Walter

Dr. Sheryl Grana

E Roger and Jean Wells

Ed & Jane Ryan

Eddie J. Crawford

Egil & Gudrun Hoivik

Eileen Sandahl

Elizabeth Harmon

Elizabeth Preus

Ellen Lindgren

Em Westerlund and Laura Birnbaum
Emily Edison

Emily Purcell

Erik Torch

Francis & Cynthia Nash

Frank and Lisa Mertz

Fred and Alana Friedman

Gary and Jeanette Benusa

Gary and Jeanette Grell

Gary D. Black & Celeste A. Curley-Black
Gay Trachsel

Gayle and Mary Draxten

Gene & Sandra Keyser

Gerald Cleveland and Marjorie Anderson
Geri Ann Dryke

Gerry Ralph

Gills Nyuyfoni Fai

Glenn and Bonnie Simmonds
Gregory & Connie Toscano
Gunnar and Ingrid Johnson

Guy and Kelly Balow

Heather W. Wendel

Helen Lamberson-Makela

Hilary Huntley & Daryl Fuchihara
Hilde & Steve Perala

Hommey Kanter

Hope Connell

Jacqueline Gerst

James & Betty Lehet

James & Kimberly Parmeter
James & Sandra Green

James and Alice Waldo

James and Andrea Palumbo
James and Phyllis Childs

James Arthur and Geraldine Hanson
James Jarocki and Kris Blakeslee
James Olson

James R. Renquist

James William Amell

Jan Magree

Janet and Fred Schroeder

Jason & Amy Davis

Jason Vincent & Jeff Anderson
Jean Abramson

Jean C. Laundergan

Jeff & Valerie Bradt

Jeff and Deanna Nelson

Jeffrey A. Linder

Jeffrey and Christina Morris
Jeffrey and Roberta Carlson
Jennifer & Michael Semotuk

Jennifer Schultz

Jessica Saline

Jessica Sterle

Jill & Steven Oswald

Jim & Ann Wheeler

Jo Buchanan

Joe Everett

Joel and Donna Manns

Joel and Shannon Hoffman
John & Karen Ball

John and Anne Hansen
John and Anne Marxhausen
John and Diane Edwards
John and Lana Desanto
John and Michelle E. Magdsick
John and Pat Carow

John and Toby Sillanpa
John D. Gibbs

John High & Barbara Solon
John Wolforth & Ruth Pfaller
Jolene Allison

Jon and Adele Hartwick
Joseph and Olga Rosenzweig
Joyce M. Benson

Judith A. Patshkowski
Judith Bailey

Judith K. Lewis

Judith M. Johnson

Judy Brackett

Julie Jago

Julie Morgan

K.M. and D.M. Stebe
Kathleen Peterson

Kathryn Kelly

Katrina Degeler

Keith & Lynn McGraw

Ken and Jan Truscott

Kent Hofer & Cynthia Swessel-Hofer
Kevin and Cassandra Beardsley
Kevin and Jean Marie Walsh
Kevin and Melinda Marble
Kevin Z. Gray

Kirby and Cathy Wood
Koresh & Jill Lakhan

Kurt & Sarah Witzig

Lance Reasor

Laura & Colin Mullen

Laura Budd

Leah Mohr Gruhn

LeAnn House

Lee Ball

Leona Krieg

Leslie Beiers and Linda Krug
Leslie Hanna

Linda Garay

Linda Glaser

Linda Hesch

*Don’t see your name listed? We apologize. Please let us know.



2016 DONORS

Linda Louise Riddle

Linda Turpening

Lindsay Ann Lahti

Liz Maeshima

Liz Taylor

Logan Saline

Lois Nordean

Lynda John

Marc & Tracie Smith

Marcia Renaud

Margaret Pryately

Maria L. Allen

Marilew and Robert Barnidge
Marilyn Odean

Marilyn Toscano

Marjeanne Tehven

Mark & Mary Hennessy
Mark and Barbara Brown
Mark and Nancy Rubin

Mark and Sandra Lanthier
Marlene Saar

Marlys Wisch

Mary Anne Quackenbush
Mary Ellen Klemer

Mary Katherine Faulkner
Mary Kay & Paul Bates

Mary Langlois

Mary Pat Renaud

Mary Russ

Mary Streufert

Matt and Patty Johnson

Max and Mary Hoffman
Maxwell Oliver Hutchens
Merlyn & Mary Bowker
Michael & Dawn Kregness
Michael & Laura Lafontaine
Michael & Leah Fisher
Michael & Linda Magni
Michael and Betsy Rosenzweig
Michael and Geraldine Vandenberg
Michael and Luanne Wachula
Michael and Sheralyn Zlonis
Michael Koppy

Michael P. Grossman and Holly Church
Michael Schrage & Jen Smith
Michael Sowl

Michelle Omundson

Mike and Ernestine Forsman

Miriam Sommerness

Ms. Betty Ramsland

Ms. Debbie Patrick

Ms. Tracy Ramsay

Muriel Abram

Myrna Matheson

Nanci Green

Nancy Aldridge

Nancy Brown

Natalie Salminen Rude
Nathan and Veronica Langer
Nick & Donna Ventrella

Nick and Erika Lepak

Oliver and MaryAnn Houx
Pam J. Kramer

Patricia Anderson

Patricia Schmitt

Patricia Whelan

Patrick and Gail Schoenfelder
Patrick Day and Jamie Sathers-Day
Patrick Doody

Patty & Charles Paton

Paul and Karen Zimmerman
Paul Zoldahn & Gail Rosenquist
Peter & Judith Gemuenden
Peter and Judith LaTour
Peter and Virginia Campbell
Peter and Wendy Williamson
Peter Entwistle

Phillip & Sara King

R. Thomas & Jill Torgerson
Ralph Johnson

Randall Allen Poole

Randi Nyholm

Ray and Kathy Privett
Raymond and Jeanne Pearson
Renee Zurn

Richard Paulson

Richard Petersson

Robert & Kathleen Hofmann
Robert and Jacquelyn Johnson
Robert and Margaret Seitz
Robert E. Hoyt

Robert M. and Riksene Higgins
Robert Stodola

Rodger and Penny Cragun
Roger & Gloria Gebhard
Roger & Lydia Pellett

Ronald and Jane Alston
Rosie & Ken Loeffler-Kemp
Russ and Diane Schmidt
Ryan Irlbeck

Sarah Cron

Scott and Mary Kay Johnson
Scott and Pamela Fifield
Sharon Beth Kaner

Shaun and Sara Floerke
Shirley Simmonds

Sonia Marie Sturdevant
Sonja Kennedy

Stephanie Peterson

Stephen E. Baillie

Steve & Martha Jorgensen
Sue Bonzelet

Sue Bosell

Sue Hamel

Sue Kerry

Susan Nelson

Susan Ranfranz

Susan Wollack

Susie Lannon

Suzanne Wasilczuk

Tab Baumgartner & Susan Schumacher
Tad Sears

Teri Carlson

Terry and Dawn Jordan
Terry and Sharon Becker
Terry and Theresa Teich
Theodore & Janelle Fresvik
Theresa O’Gara

Therese Presley

Thomas and Judith Ling
Thomas and Linda Curran
Thomas and Marsha Hystead
Thomas Betts & Therese Presley
Tim Carpenter & Kathryn Nelson
Timothy Musick

Timothy Spangenberg & Julie Zenner
Todd & Brenda Kimlinger
Tom & Jean Prevost

Tom & Kathy Maas

Tom and Mimi Stender

Tony and Erin Cuneo

Tracy Ann Schramm

Tracy Pagliuca

Vicki Everett

Vincent & Carol Michealson
Wayne Jarvis

Wendy Champness

Wendy Grethen

William and Dolores Johnson
William and Karen Anderson
William and Nancy Amberg
Yvonne Prettner Solon

Zane Lyn Bail

*Don’t see your name listed? We apologize. Please let us know.



2016 DONORS

BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS

« ATouch of Plasch

« Artin the Alley

« Asbury United Methodist Church

« Benedictine Sisters of St. Scholastica

« Chuck Sjodin Carpentry

« Citon Computer Corp

« CN

« Curtis Oil & Super America

« Denfeld High School Key Club

« Duluth East High School Key Club

« Duluth Superior Friends Meeting

« East Duluth Church of Christ

« Essentia Health East-St. Mary’s Hospital
Surgical Service Department

 First Lutheran Church - Duluth

 First Lutheran Church - Meadowlands

« Fredenberg Community Exercise Group

 Girl Scout Troop 4104

« Glen Avon Presbyterian Church

« Glumac Executive Enterprise

« Harbortown Rotary Club

« Hillside United Methodist Church

« Hope Lutheran Church - Floodwood

« Hope Lutheran Church Women Of Hope -
Moose Lake

« Hortus Club of Duluth

« Immanuel Lutheran Church of Eden Prairie

« Inter City Oil Co., Inc.

« Kia of Duluth

Lake Superior Interfaith Community
Church

Lakeside Presbyterian Church

Leamon Mercantile

Lester Park United Methodist
maurices

Miner’s Inc. - Super One Foods
Minnesota Power - An Allete Company
North Shore Bank of Commerce

North Shore Basket Guild

PAVSA

Peace Church PALS

Pilgrim Congregational Church

Rotary Club of Duluth #25

Security Jewelers

Temple Israel

TLX

Trinity Lutheran Church, ELCA
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
United Methodist Summer Camp
United Methodist Women of First United
Methodist

United Methodist Women of Forbes United
Methodist

US Bank

Vintage Times Car Club

Wells Fargo Bank

Whole Foods Co-op

YPS Consulting

*Don’t see your name listed? We apologize. Please let us know.



2016 IN REVIEW

Our 25th anniversary celebration brought some special
events to Life House! In 2016, we became more active in
the community taking on more presentations, speaking
engagements, and tours than ever.

The Six-Part Lecture Series engaged the community to
dismantle myths about homeless youth with presentations
including, “Hey Kid, Why Don’t You Just Get a Job?” and
“That Doesn’t Happen Here, Right?”

We asked the community to clean out their couches and
bring their change to Life House for the “Drive Up the
Change” event in September. We moved our couch out
onto 1st St and collected over $3300 including $2000 in
coin and cash.

Continuing the tradition, we hosted A Night to Shine, our
graduation celebration in May. 25 youth for 25 years were
recognized at the event. The Loft Shelter Program, opening
in Summer 2017, was introduced to the community with
great support.

feconnecting homeless and street youth to their dreams



BY THE NUMBERS

729 Youth Reached Through all Programs
12,236 Meals Served in the Youth Center
207 Youth Attended 2,068 Youth Center Groups, Classes & Activities
46 Youth Placed in the Housing Program
15 Youth Stayed at Sol House
96 Youth Received Mental Health and Wellness Support
4 Completed GED & 3 Graduated High School

32 Secured Jobs with Individualized Case Management

L 13 Secured Employment Through the Duluth@Work Program
J

BASIC NEEDS ROOM RENOUATION

BEFU




HERE FOR 25 YEARS. HERE FOR AS LONG AS IT TARES.

From a humble beginning in 1991, Life House has adapted and
grown to its current state, serving over 700 youth annually.

FUTURES
MENTAL HEALTH & PROGRAMS

HOUSING ~ WELLNESS I—
DROP-I PROGRAMS thrive
CENTER I— I
W stabilize

Because of the support of the community, we are here today with
the vision that no youth will be left homeless, alone, uncared for, or
fending for themselves on the streets. We look forward to the future
and how we can continue to reconnect homeless and street youth to

their dreams.

LIFE HOUSE

Here for 25 years. Here for as long as it takes.




